


Hello, my name is 
Butler. I will be 

introducing you to your 
new house.

Mr. Hilpert is 
your English 

Teacher.

Ms. Castiello 
is your Social 

Studies 
Teacher.

Dr. Williams 
is your Science 

Teacher.

Mr. Arfsten is 
your math 
teacher.



And how 
do we get 

there?

What in the 
world is 

Schoology? Schoology is where 
teachers post 

assignments, due dates, 
announcements, and 

grades.

And it’s 
pronounced 

Skoo-luh-gee, 
if you’re 
curious.

First step: go to the 
the sms webpage.



If you 
click on 

“courses,” you will 
see all of your 

classes:  English, 
Social Studies, 

Science, and 
Math.

Inside each course, 
students receive 

handouts and submit 
them for credit.  Many 

students access 
teachers’ calendars 

here, too.

Now Click on a class.

Here is your class, you 
can find assignments and 
due dates



You 
mentioned 
something 

about 
grades?

Absolutely. 
it’s very 

important for 
students to check 

“Grades” on a 
regular basis to see 
the results for their 
submitted work. We 
suggest doing so 
at least once a 

week.

To get to your 
grade book, click 
on “grades.”

Whoops! Looks 
like this student 
is missing some 
assignments.

If you are missing work and If 
the assignment is still worth a 
grade, you should complete it, 

submit it, and then let your 
teacher know you’ve done so.



How much homework 
am I going to get?

It 
is usually 
about 20 

minutes per 
subject.

This is a sample science 
homework assignment.

Assignments are 
always posted in 
Schoology, and you can 
complete them on your 
iPad.



That 
looks like a 
lot of work.

Here are 
some steps to 
help you tackle 

that math  or 
science 

homework.

Step 1. Set as timer for 
20 minutes.

Step 2. Do your best to 
work on the homework 
until the alarm goes 
off.

Step 3. STOP!

Step 4. Set your timer 
for 5 minutes.

Step 5. Get up, walk 
around, and stretch 
your legs. Maybe get a 
quick snack. Give your 
eyes a rest.

Step 6. go back to step 
1 and start a  different 
subject.



Wait, what if I 
didn’t finish?

If it’s 
math or 

science, you’re 
done working on 
it. Just submit 

your 
assignment.

Won’t I get 
points taken off?

English?  Yes, Sorry. 
Social studies?  Possibly…

Why don’t 
I have to 
finish?

Math and 
science 

homework is 
about practicing 

and preparing for 
exams. If you’ve 
practiced for 20 
minutes, thats 

great!

What if you 
didn’t assign 

any homework?

We expect you to study for the 
next unit test for 20 minutes. Every 

Unit (there are about 8-10 in the year) 
ends in a test. So it is best to start 

studying early



Why do I 
have to 

finish my 
English 

homework?

Well, 
English homework 
isn’t Always just 

practice.  your English 
homework can be sequential; in 
other words, one assignment 

prepares you for the next and so 
on…. If you don’t finish 

assignment #1 on-time, you 
won’t be able to start 
assignment #2 with the 
class.  And the work 

backs up.

Oh, my 
gosh.  This is 
going to be 

so hard!

Actually, Most 
students earn their 

highest averages on their 
homework.  Mr. Hilpert Grades 

homework on effort and 
responsibility, not accuracy.  If 
you try, follow directions, work 
neatly and carefully, and submit 

your work on-time, you’ll do 
well.  Most kids get A’s or 

B’s for homework!



How much 
homework am I going 

to get in social 
Studies?

Step 1. Set a timer for 20 minutes.

Step 2. Do your best to work on the homework until the alarm goes off.

Step 3. STOP!

Step 4. Set your timer for 5 minutes.

Step 5. Get up, walk around, and stretch your legs. Maybe get a quick snack. 
Give your eyes a rest.

Step 6. If you can’t complete the assignment after 30 minutes, STOP! Have 
your parent/guardian write a note.  You will have another night to complete the 
Assignment.

Step 7: Social Studies homework is about content and preparing for class. You 
need to finish all assigned homework by the end of the week. 

It is 
usually 
about 20 
minutes a 

night.

 *homework Is Graded on effort and 
responsibility, not accuracy.  If you try Hard, you’ll do well.  

All homework is posted on Monday and graded on Friday.



Yes, Just 
remind your 

child to bring in 
his or her paper 

copy of the work to 
class the next day in 
case we need to edit 

it.  Then the 
paperwork goes in a 
binder or folder in 

case we need it 
later… Kids who 
work on paper 

need to be extra 
organized!

So it’s 
okay to do 

work on paper 
first?

Not a 
problem. 

just have them 
print it out and 
complete it on 
paper. Then you 

can take a 
picture of the 
assignment 
and submit 
the picture.

What if we want 
our son or 

daughter to take a 
break from the 

iPad?
How can they do 
their homework?



Okay, so how do 
I turn it in?

Let 
me show 

you. it’s just 
a few easy 

button 
clicks 
away.









Help! Something went wrong. evil space 
aliens stole my WiFi / iPad / parents, and I 

cant finish my homework.

Relax. take a deep breath. 

Every teacher is here before school.

Just come in a few minutes early and we will 
be happy to help you solve whatever 

problem you are having.

So I 
shouldn’t stay 

up all night 
trying to fix 

it?

Nope, just come talk to us, and we 
will fix it together. Remember the 

“stop after 20 minutes rule” for math 
and science.



It’s perfectly 
appropriate for 
parents to email 

teachers, although, 
at this age, students 
might like to self-

advocate, and 
teachers encourage 

this, especially after 
absences when they 
have work to make 

up.

Are we 
supposed to do 

this?  I mean, this’s 
middle school… We’re 
not in elementary 

school anymore

No problem!  
You can email the teachers:

jgwilliams@scarsdaleschools.org

Jcastiello@scarsdaleschools.org

Earfsten@scarsdaleschools.org

jhilpert@scarsdaleschools.org

How can we get in 
touch with the 

teachers, butler?



Well, there’s 
extra help before, 
during, and after 

school, depending on the 
day and the teacher.

As well Mrs. Cass (the Butler 
house counselor) is here to 

help students integrate their 
social, academic, and personal 

lives.  

We have a team approach.  We 
hope to help Your child will 

develop independence!

Welcome to the 
team!

Anything else?

Of course!  Students may use the 
commons, a page on schoology 
dedicated to student-generated 

questions and help.  There, students help 
students.  They often post study strategies, 

homework assignments, reminders, and 
more!

And the teachers monitor their use to 
make sure they use this space 

appropriately.

Will our kids have 
any other 

resources if they 
need help or have 
questions about 

school?


